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NZ TO MOUNT UFO PATROL

AUCKLAND,Tues, AAP —
The RoyalNew ZealandAir Forcewill
mounta UFO patrolover the Kaiko-

ura coasttonight.

The air forcewill
send up and Orion
reconnaissance

planeto lookfor the
mysteriousobjects
sightedin the erea

. A DefenceDepart-
ment

spokesman,

Squadron Leader
Geoff Clarke,said to-

day,"Wewantto get
to the bottomof these

sightings".
To this end, the department

has decided

to fly an all-nightpatrol

in the areasoutheast
of Cook Strait.

This actionreplaces
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for more sightingsand
scramblea Skyhawk
single-seaterto investigate.

The anti-submarine

Orions,whichalso are
used for fisheriessurveillance

in New Zealand's:

200-milezone,
are equippedwith electronic

trackingaids.
The patrol aircraft

tonightwillbe in con-
stanttouchwith air
trafficcontrollers in
Wellington,who have
recordedmany strange
blipson theirradar
screens recently.

Extra
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movies

The plane, an American-built

Orien maritime patrol
aircraft,is

equippedwith sophisticated

electronicequipment
for trackingair

and sea movements.

Extra moviesand

still cameraswere being
installedtodaytophotographany unusual
objects.

An Australiantelevision

crew,aboardan

flyingobjectin
.the area on Sunday.

The film has been
shownin Britain,Am-
erica and Australia.

Meanwhile, unidentified
flying objects photographed

over New
Zealandwere probably
meteoriteswhich failed;

to bum up oil entering

the earth'satmosphere,

British astronomer,

Sir Bernard
Lovell,said today.
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in Britishnewspapers
today,said it was

"depressing

and "deplor-
able"that brightob-

couldbe imaginedas
visitorsfrom outer
space,wheneverthey
were seen by people

them.

"The suggestionthey
come, from another
world belongsto science

fiction"he said.

Unscheduled

aircraft

He saidthe solarsystem

containedthousands
of millionsof

tons of rocky debris,
,relicsof the

formation

of the planetsthousands

of millionsof
yearsago.
"Everyyear the earth

is bombardedby a
greatdeal of space

rubbish,but a lot goes
unobservedbecauseof
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bad
visibility,"

he said.
Anothertheoryfor

the brightobjectsis
they are debrisfrom
satellitelaboratories
burningup on re-entry;

The BritishDefence
Ministrysaid it had
many reportsof UFOS
over Britainafterthe
televisedfilm of the
New Zealandsightings.


